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Catholic peace 
appeal ignored 
in U.S.A. 


bi CHURCH IS GREATEST WITNESS 


TO FAILURE OF VIOLENCE 


—Osservatore Romano 


ALMOST the entire American Catholic 

and secular Press ignored the state- 
ment published in the semi-official Vatican 
Newspaper, QOsservatore Romano, on Holy 
Saturday that the Catholic Church was op- 
posed to the use of violence against Russia. 


The editorial, signed by Guiseppe Dalle 
Torre, editor-in-chief, said that any oppo- 
sition Catholics were to muster against 
Communism must. employ the Christian 
weapons of prayer, and the restoration of 
social justice in a world which is hungry 
for truth, even if it comes in distorted 
forms. 


The article points out that violence has 
never been conducive to the growth of the 
Church; that violence used against her has 
not prevented her growth. She is the 


greatest witness to the failure of such 
tactics: 


“Tt is impossible to paralyse an idea 
with violence, destroy it by force, drown 
it in blood. She, the Church, is the greatest 
testimony of the folly of such prejudice. 


“The idea which wins over another idea 
is that which most excels in truth, that 
which counts most on the abnegation and 
example of its followers. 


“Communism one defeats by prayer and 
demonstration with works that social 
justice has no need to deny God in, order 


' to activate itself. 


“Communism is not only a_ golitical 


t phenomenon, a pawn of the international 


party. It is first a moral and economic 
motive and fact, to which social injustices, 
made more burning by a war which raged 
or lasted for over 30 years, bring an al- 
ways more dangerous vigour. A war and 
a defeated Russia would force it to mark 
time. Not to give up. 


“Liberalism and democracy were not 
suffocated by the Holy Alliance, not even 
by a France turned around by leaders of 
revolution to the fatal necessity of worry- 
ing about their own national cause and 
moving in rhythm with the rest of the 
world. Liberalism and democracy were re- 
tarded for some decades on their march, 
nlotted against and exploited in new ways 
but arrived elsewhere, equally to their own 


© account. 


“if one should think of a war with 
Russia, of her eventual defeat . .. if one 
should think of a Soviet liquidation to 
Niquidate Communism,. he would fall into 
unpardonable eauivocation.” 


“The Army builds men’= 
yes, but dead men 


““PRUSSIAN” 
—Milton Mayer 


PNITED STATES Army Day on April 
6, the anniversary of the United States’ 
entry into World War I, was made the oc- 
casion for a Peace Meeting addressed by 
Milton Mayer in Berkley, California. 


Milton Mayer, writer and lecturer and 
one of the many Americans refusing to pay 
\necome tax for war preparations, re- 
as ‘ond aa oran “The Army builds 
men, mplified i ing th it 
haflds dead ier t by saying that i 

He instanced the fact that 32 vears be- 
fore, the United States had gon¢ into World 
War I to rid the world of Prussianism. 
Meyer charged that today those evils have 


seCome part of the policy of the United 
States. 


Whereas conscription was one of the 
Main sins of Prussianism, today the 
U.S. had conscription. 

Whereas treaty-breaking was one of the 
main sins of Prussianism, the U.S, had 
Just signed the Atlantic Pact which 
violates principles laid down in article 
53 of the UN Charter. 

Whereas another evil of Prussianism was 
atrocities committed on helpless civi- 
lians, -the U.S. ended World War II 
with the needless atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Whereas a fourth main evil of Prussian- 
ism was an expansionist imperialism, 
during and after World War IJ the 
United States has embarked upon an 
€xpansionist imperialist course. 
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British appeal to 


Queen of Greece 


SAVE THESE 
GREEK C.O.s 


Young men face life sentences 
for religious beliefs 


EMBERS of both Houses of Parliament have signed a letter to 
Queen Frederiki of Greece appealing for the release of 10 Greek 
conscientious objectors sentenced to imprisonment for life. 


They were originally sentenced to death, but as a result of 
representations and lack of agreement in the Greek Courts, their 


sentences were commuted. 


Among those signing the appeal are Lord Faringdon, Lord Darwin and the 


following MPs: Sir Richard Acland, Rhys 


J. Davies, Peter Freeman, James Hudson, 


John Hynd, Rev. Gordon Lang, Fred Longden, Leah Manning, and Rev. R. W. Sorensen. 


The letter draws Queen Frederiki’s attention to the fact that the men are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and that they are courageously facing death and long terms of imprison- 


ment because of their Christian convictions. 


The letter continues: 


“Some weeks ago reports began to reach 
this country of the execution of members 
of the sect of Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 
owing to their religious convictions were 
unable to fulfil the military obligations 
demanded of them. These cases were in- 
vestigated and the facts as reported estab- 
lished as accurate. We learn that two men 
at least, John Tsoukaris and George Or- 
phanidis were executed, the first at Larissa 
on Feb. 11, 1949, and the second at Nauplia 
on Mar. 2, 1949. We have also learned that 
Charilaos Zotos was sentenced to death by 
Court Martial at Athens on Mar. 29, 1949. 


Sentenced to death 


“We also beg to submit to Your Majesty 
that the following named men—all Jehovah's 
Witnesses—were also sentenced to death, 
but that following representations and the 
fact that the decisions of the Extraordinary 
Courts Martial hearing the appeals were 
not unanimous, have received a stay of 
execution, but the sentences have been 
commuted to life-long imprisonment. 

Canellos Calliontzidis, 34. In Comotini 
prison. 


Propopios Delis, 23. In Corinth prison. 


Athanassios Nizamis, 28. In Corinth 
prison. 

.Telemachos Markinos, 22. In Jannina 
prison, 

Efthymios Vassilopulos, 24. In Corinth 
prison. 

Artimios Liarmacopulos, 24. In the 


prison on Makronesos Island. 


“Further we would mention: 

Thomas Yannulas, 28. At present in the 
Corinth Military prison. 

Ioannis Costarellos, 29. At present in the 
Corinth Military prison. 

Daniel Agathopulos, 23. At present in the 
Makronesog prison. 

Christos Bachtsevanidis. At present in the 
military prison at Comotini. ° 


all of whom are serving life sentences of 
imprisonment, 


Another twenty-six 


“We also humbly draw Your Majesty’s 
attention to the distressing fact that in 
addition to the above, there are another 26 
members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses serv- 


India: a lesson in 


peaceful conciliation 
—KRISHNA MENON 


NDIA’S transition to freedom was des- 

cribed by Mr. Krishna Menon (High 

ommissioner for India), in Birmingham 
last Saturday as “a lesson in peaceful 
conciliation.” 

Though “we are two different peoples, 
of two different worlds, separated by lan- 
guage, race, and interests, yet—in spite of 
all this—in a very short period we have 
accomplished a peaceful change. 

It shows it is possible for two nations 
to bury the hatchet.” 

Mr. Menon was paying tribute to the 
part people had played in Britain during 
the years when India was striving for 
independence. 


ing prison sentences of from 14 years to 
20 years imprisonment. They are all kept 
in the Military prison on the Island of 
Makronesos. 


Would be sentenced again 


“We are disturbed to learn that when 
those men serving the shorter period of 
detention have completed their sentences 
and are released, they will immediately be 
called up again for military service, and 
being unable because of their profound and 
unshakeable religious convictions to res- 
pond, will again face the same procedure, 
and that this repetition of calling up, re- 
fusal and imprisonment, will continue until 
the men are above military age or are 
broken in health. 


“We would further beg to mention that 
these men have no political associations of 
any kind but are Christian men seeking to 
put into practice their Christian faith and 
beliefs. 


Heroic stand against Nazis 


“We feel sure that Your Majesty will 
be as distressed as we are to know that 
such treatment is meted out in your land 
to men whose only desire is to act in the 
way that their conscience dictates. We are 
aware that in Nazi Germany Jehovah’s 
Witnesses made a most heroic stand and 
were almost exterminated, and that similar 
persecutions happen today in certain Com- 
munist States, but we are grieved that such 
a state of affairs should exist in your own 
anti-Communist country. 


“May we finally draw your Majesty’s 
attention to the fact that in many countries, 
among them our own, Great Britain (which 
has such strong ties with Greece), as well 
as the United States of America, the right 
of conscientious objection to military ser- 
vice is recognised in law and provisions are 
made for those who are conscientiously un- 
able to undertake military duties. 


“We venture to believe that an appeal 
to Your Majesty will not be in vain and 
that your royal prerogative may be ex- 
tended on behalf of the men mentioned in 
this appeal to secure their release from 
imprisonment and relief from the further 
persecution of any who seek to obey their 
sincerely religious convictions.” 


Further letters are being sent by the 
Peace Pledge Union and other sections of 
the War Resisters’ Internationa! through- 
out the world. Readers of Peace News are 
urged to make similar representations, and 
to remember that the men’s interests will 
not be served by expressions of hostility to 
the Greek Government. 


Not only Germans 


“MPHE Last Way,” a Polish documentary 
= film about the Auschwitz concentra- 
tion camp, is being shown in Zurice. 

The German weekly, Christ and World, 
recommends its showing in Germany as it 
shows non-Germans participating in many 
of the camp atrocities. The film’s purpose, 
it says, is not to show German collective 
guilt, but rather to expose 20th century 
barbarism under Hitler’s regime. 


‘Peers condemn 
War Crimes 


trials 
ONE-SIDED JUSTICE 


OME outspoken criticisms of the 

German War Crimes trials were 

heard during a House of Lords’ de- 
bate on May 5. 


The debate was opened by the Bishop of 
Chichester who said that the motion in his 
name raised issues of justice, humanity and 
political wisdom. : 


The longer one thought of the principle 
involved in those trials, he said, the harder 
it was to defend. 


The Charter dealt only with the crimes 
of the vanquished, and it would be difficult 
for a defeated foe to appreciate the jus- 
tice of punishing such crimes as deportation 
of civilian populations, looting, murder of 
prisoners, and devastation not justified by 
military necessity, when similar charges 
could be brought against one or more of the 
Allies, but were not brought. 


Law altered to fit trials 


The Army Manuals of all countries, he 
said, allowed superior orders to be a valid 
defence on a charge of war crimes. 


Up to 1944 the British Manual! was the 
clearest of all on this point, laying it down 
that “members of armed Forces who vio- 
late recognised rules of warfare under or- 
ders from their government or commander 
are not war criminals and cannot therefore 
be punished by the enemy.” 


That paragraph, however, was drastically 
altered in 1944. 


Unless there was a radical revision of the 
majority verdict, he said, they might come 
to regret the results, and in this connection 
he quoted Brig.-Gen. J. H. Morgan, KC, in 
his examination at Nuremberg: ” 


“It may be that in the wars of the 
future, the belligerents, confronted with 
the possibility of losing, and in that 
event of being . . . accused of ‘aggres- 
sion,’ will wage them with all the greater 
fury and inhumanity, on the principle 
that it is as well to be hung for a sheep 
as for a lamb.” ; 


And he quoted General Montgomery as 
saying that the Nuremberg trials made the 
waging of unsuccessful war a crime, for the 
Generals of the defeated side would be 
tried and hanged. 

A “Sadistic Orgy ” 


Even stronger criticism came from Lord 
Hankey, who began by saying, “ Nuremberg 
was born in a bad year, 1943, when a policy 
of virulent threats was adovted which has 
bedevilled the world ever since.” 


Referring to the “unconditional surren- 
der” policy, he said, “as a result of ,the 
bitterness this engendered the war . 7 
degenerated into a sadistic orgy of competi- 
tive frightfulness . . . frantic war crimes 
on one side, and on the other, unlimited 
bombing, culminating in the crowning catas- 
trophe of the atomic bomb.” 


The old, old story 


He did not think anyone could deny that 
under a cloak of justice these trials were 
the old, old story of one law for the victor 
and another for the vanquished. 


Imagine, he said, that the countries of 
the East had overrun Europe. They would 
follow the Nuremberg precedent, writing 
their own Charter, creating their own “ in- 
ternational” laws. The employment of the 
atomic bomb would be decreed as a breach 
of the laws of war—an arguable proposi- 
tion—and everyone they could lay hands on 
who had ever been concerned in its use 
would be tried and hanged. 

Lord Hankey then gave examples of 
things done by the Allies which, when 
done by the Germans, were treated as 
war crimes. Of them he instanced the 
mining of the Norwegian leads, for which 
Mr. Churchill argued that “it would be 
to our advantage ... even though it 
meant a violation of neutrality.” , 

He also recounted an episode in Burma, 
when a patrol, finding themselves in a posi- 
tion where it was difficult to retain 20 or 30 
unarmed Jap prisoners, shot them all. For 
doing precisely that sort of thing, we had 
hanged German soldiers and sailors. 


Lord. Hankey reminded the House’ of 
his earlier appeal—“ Trials and _ pro- 
secutions of war criminals should be 


dropped and there should be a universal 
amnesty. ‘ Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord.’ Let us leave it at that, 
It is not by fear and threats that the world 
can be won to decency and kindness, but 
| by charity.” 
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The drums retreat 


AST week the Daily Express had 

a middle-page article headed, 

“ Beat That Drum A Bit.” It was an 

appeal for a more intensive recruit- 
ing campaign. 

Such appeals are futile. Conscrip- 

tion ig now an established institution 


* just because everyone realises that 


voluntary enlistment is inadequate in 
an age of total war. 

Indeed, the futility is implicit in_ the 
article, which goes on to say—‘In pre-1914 
days... . The Queen Victoria Rifles could 
march down Oxford Street with its band 
and pick up fifty recruits any Saturday 
evening it liked.” 

But note the date: war still had some 
glamour then. Bands and banners were 
still a part of it and women and children 
had not yet come into it. Today, all efforts 
to appeal to the glamour of it only show 
up its dull, sordid inhumanity. 

Even a uniform is no longer a mark of 
inasculine virility. A proud mother may 
still say, “Our John Willie looks fine in 
uniform,” but there is always a fatal possi- 
bility that her neighbour may reply, ‘So 
does our Eliza Ann.” 


A few men (and women) may volunteer, 
as the army is now a job like any other. 
But the overwhelming majority only go 
because the law compels them. And there 
is something profoundly degrading in the 
sight of these crowds of youths being 
herded sheep-like, without enthusiasm or 
protest, into a vast killing machine which 
is itself the supreme symbol of that de- 
humanised totalitarianism against which 
this nation fondly imagines itself to be 
opposed. 

In those pre-1914 days war was still felt 
to be something external to our normal way 
of life. Today, it has suddenly appeared 
as our primary national concern. 


The present re-armament drive is pre- 
sented as a sign of national strength of 
purpose. It is the opposite. It is a spine- 
Jess submission to external circumstances 
by people who have no faith in any con- 
structive moral or social principle. 


The Pact is an act of cowardice—at best 
of defeatism. It is a sign that our rulers 
have abandoned all hope of a peaceful solu- 
tion of the world’s problems and have 
feebly acquiesced in the assumption that 
the whole human race must be divided into 
two opposing armies for the rest of time, 
or until some unimagined circumstances, 
over which they have no control, butts in 
and ends the deadlock, either by the de- 
struction of civilisation or by the other 
fellow’s change of heart. 


All this because a paltry three years’ 
bickering at cross-purposes with Russian 
obstructionists as muddled and nervous as 
themselves produced no immediate results. 
The only original thing the United Nations 


' Organisation has produced is its motto: “If 


at first you don’t succeed, throw up the 
sponge.” 


What is needed in this farcical tragedy 
is the entry of some pacifist Lady Macbeth, 
to brush these wobblers aside and say “ In- 
firm of purpose, give me the olive branch!” 


Meanwhile another age-group of youths 


are this week preparing to spend 18 valu- 
able months learning how to kill Russians. 


We would like to persuade every one of 
them to refuse to do this. We are still 
legally permitted to make that appeal, for 
before we became a militarist nation we 
had built up a long tradition of individual 
liberty, with the result that there is still 
a conscience clause in the Conscription Act. 


This allows us to make the following ap- 
peal to any young men who may chance to 
read it: 


“ Acquit yourselves like men—real men, 
not cogs in a killing machine!” 


RENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


. P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


Triumph abroad — setback at home 


HE most striking thing about the 

lifting of the Berlin blockade is 
that it should have become possible 
at all, after the terrifying intensifi- 
cation of mutual hatreds since the first 
blockading measures were imposed «more 
than a year ago, on March 1, 1948. A 
year’s accumulated antagonisms and ex- 
changes of insults—and then this! 

If two democracies, as the West under- 
stands the term, had been facing one an- 
other in such conditions, so miraculous a 
happening would hav been unthinkable— 
which forces us to face the paradox: dare 
we be glad at the way the Soviets can 
manage public opinion?” For we know 
that, concomitant with the announcement 


of the forthcoming raising of the blockade, 
they began the most thorough jamming of 
all time of western radio emissions in 
Russian. And in spite of the neutralisation 
of the acute Berlin danger spot, we are not 
yet out of the woods. 


Victory both sides 

[] NDERSTANDING, so far, has not pro- 
gressed sufficiently even for either side 

to talk about the ending of the blockade in 

strictly factual terms, welcoming it as a 

first step towards peace. 

It is being treated as war news, with the 
result that the week ending May 14 has the 
distinction of having brought two “ vic- 
tories,” to the adequate description of which 
Owlglass could do better justice than I can. 


EXTRACT OF 


IX MPs voted against the Govern- 

ment’s motion in the Commons 
to approve the Atlantic Pact. The 
two tellers for the “ Noes” brought 
the total opposition to eight. Who 
were these odd men out, and what 
were their reasons for banging their 


heads against this brick wall. 

Four of them were Labour members— 
Mr. Tom Braddock (Mitcham); Mr. Emrys 
Hughes (South Ayrshire); Mr. Ronald 
Chamberlain (Norwood); and Mr. K. 
Zilliacus (Gateshead), whose future as a 
member of the Party hangs on a delicate 
thread of internal controversy. ; 

The others were the two Communists, 
Mr. Gallacher (West Fife) and Mr. Piratin 
(Mile End); and two members whose de- 
fiance of the official line on foreign policy 
led to their expulsion from the Labour 
Party—Mr. D. N. Pritt (Hammersmith) 
and Mr. John Platts-Mills (Finsbury). 


The real quarrel 


MNpHOUGH Mr. Hughes and Mr. Gallacher 
— made some lively interventions, the 
only two who caught the Speaker’s eye 
during the debate were Mr. Zilliacus and 
Mr. Piratin. 

“TI do not doubt the Soviet will to peace, 
any more than I doubt that of the U.S. or 
of this country,” said Zilliacus. 

But he went on: “Once we get the 

| balance of power and an arms race, we 
inevitably, sooner or later, get a war, in 
which both sides believe they are defending 
themselves and historians quarrel for de- 
cades as to who started it.” 


Building up a war mentality 


E was most impressive, perhaps, when 
he spoke of the building up of the war 
mentality. 

“In order to sustain the burden and 
sacrifice of the arms race,” he said, “ one 
has to foment and sustain a psychological 
condition in the peoples who are bearing 
that strain that unfits them for peace- 
making.” 

He then quoted this recent declaration of 
Lt.-Gen. Doolittle, of the American Air 
Force: 

“We must prepare physically, mentally 
and morally to drop atom bombs on Russian 
centres of industry at the first signs of 
aggression. She must be made to realise 
that we will do so, and our own people 
must be conditioned to the necessity for this 
type of action.” 


| Let the other boys do it 


N R. PIRATIN, too, cited a statement by 
“"“-a prominent American. He quoted 
from a U.S. newspaper which reported 
Senator Cannon (Chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee) as saying: 
“Moscow and every other centre in 
Russia we must hit within one week after 


the war starts, and it can be done only by |_ 


land-based planes such as we now have. 

“We will not necessarily have to send 
our land army over there. In_the_ next 
war, as in the last war, let us equip soldiers 
from other nations and let them send their 
boys into the holocausts instead of sending 
our own boys.” 

‘This warmonger,” commented Mr. 
ae mildly, “has got it nicely worked 
out. 


What Russians fear 


ME: WARBEY (Luton, Lab.) who re- 
-"* frained from voting in the division, 
endeavoured to throw light from an un- 
usual angle on the lifting of the Berlin 
' blockade. 


For 18 months, he argued, Russian 


The Russians have been treated to paeans 
of praise for their leaders’ cleverness in 
forcing the westerners to agree to the re- 
sumption of Four .Power talks, and the fact 
that May 23 has been fixed for the Paris 
meeting of the Council of Foreign Mini- 
sters is cited to prove it. 

We, on our side, are jubilating about the 
western firmness which made the Soviets 
“cave in” under the outstanding success 
of the air-lift. I have my doubts about 
the lasting powers of both spells of happi- 
ness. But tn a world as insecure as ours 
a week of undiluted optimism is welcome. 


Englishman’s Castle 


N the meantime, to descend from high 
politics to the strictly personal, I notice 
in today’s Daily Telegraph the following: 
A modern four-bedroom house, high- 
class district edge London “ green belt,” 
adjacent golf course, few minutes bus, 
steam and electric services city. Large 
garage and garden, underground wrought 
steel atom bomb shelter. Price £4,900. ... 
If wrought steel atom bomb shelters be- 
come general in houses round about the 
£5,000 mark, I can see Aneurin Bevan hav- 
ing a new point of trouble thrown on to 
his shoulders, which he is not likely to ac- 
cept single-handed. I imagine we shall hear 
more of this before we are much older. 


The price of truth-telling 


N internal politics the most important 
factor of the week has been the result 


PARLIAMENT 


By John Alving 


policy had been to prevent the dangerous 
division of Germany into two halves. The 
great fear in the minds of the Russians 
was the establishment of a spearhead 
against Eastern Europe. 


“It is to prevent the realisation of that 
fear,” he went on, “that the Russians have 
now taken steps to bring about discussions 
which they hope will lead to the unity of 
Germany. 

.“ They failed in endeavouring to use co- 
ercion, but is there any reason why they 
should not now succeed by adopting a more 
reasonable attitude? ” 


Prelude to arms race | 


NL. WARBEY gave this warning to the 
4"" Foreign Secretary: 

“it he goes to the conference with the 
American atom bomb monopoly in one 
hand and the revolver of the Atlantic Pact 
in the other, does ihe think he will achieve 
a settlement which will be the basis for 
the kind of peace he really wants to see 
in the world? 

“All that he will get out of that is a 
five or ten years’ breathing space, while the 
nations on either side prepare for an even 
more fatal conflict than we now envisage.” 


Plea for patience 


TPHE most objective criticism of the Pact 
came from Mr. Davies: 

“T say, ‘A plague on all your houses, 
whether American, Rritish or Russian.’ IT 
say a plague on all who bring miseries on 
the peoples of the world by preparing for 
and waging wars. 

“ We are not always called upon to decide 
between right and wrong; too often we 
must decide between two wrongs, and, ap- 
parently that is what the House is called 
upon to do today.” 


A Commentary by ROY SHERWOOD 


of the council elections. Does it mean that 
the Labour Government’s fate at next 
year’s general election is already sealed? 

Again, we stand before an unpleasantly 
paradoxical fact. According to all theory, 
on the assumption that voters exercise their 
rights with a due sense of responsibility 
and after due consideration, this result 
should leave no doubt that the year 1950 
will bring the Conservatives back into 
office. But even the Conservatives them- 
selves know that they cannot yet take that 
victory for granted. And most Labour men) 
would deny éven its possibility. i 

But it is sadly true that in a democracy 
you sometimes have ta nav a heavy price 
for telling the ungarnished truth to the elec- 
torate, and ours has just had two chunks 
of very ungarnished truth thrown under its! 
nose—the budget and Sir Stafford Cripps") 
defence of it in the stark speech in which} 
he said that if people want such things as? 
our National Health Service and the other, 
features of our comprehensive social legis- 
lation, they must pay for it. \ 

To some extent (not very complimentary) 
to the sense of responsibility of a demo-) 
eracy) the present turnaway from Labour 
is therefore not likely to last beyond the 
moment's mood of anger at continued aus- 
terity. But, unless I am mistaken, there is 
another factor to be taken into account, and 
one of less transitory character, 

As I see present developments, Labour” 
is beginning to pay the penalty—and may 
even come to grief before long—for never 
making any consistent effort to prepare its) 
followers for the point, already reached by 
now, where the process happily described 
in the past as “soaking the rich” ceases to) 
furnish the means of financing muchii 
needed social improvements, Sir Stafford | 
Cripps’ truth calls for a cynic’s completion: { 
People do want the services, and they do 
not want to pay for them. 

If the part of the democratic make-up 
that consists of responsibility were as well 
developed as the one that consists of con-_ 
sciousness of the right to talk and to take, 
there would not be thousands of double sets _ 
of dentures and extra spectacles holding up_ 
the delivery of first sets and first spectacles 
under the Health Service—while sky- 
rocketing costs to the Exchequer. 


We must be politicians! 


TINHE average pacifist can do little to in-| 

fluence the foreign policy on which 
peace depends. But he can do a lot to in- 
fluence the people’s thoughts and actions 
with whom he comes into contact, and it is 
their cumulative effect that determines the 
internal policy of which foreign policy is 
the ultimate outcome. That is what makes — 
even a pair of spectacles under the National 
Health Service a matter of importance in 
the issue of peace or war. 

A reader’s letter to the editor, in a recent 
issue, brought a complaint that “there is 
too much polities” in Peace News. As I 
am one of the worst offenders in that .re- 
spect among contributors, I should like to 
be allowed to say two things. | 

The first is that, whilst every real paci- 
fist knows that pacifism means much more 
than mere war-resistance, it cannot legiti- 
mately exclude the effort to be of practical 
value in the prevention of war—and that 
means, whether we like it or not, partici- 
pation in politics. 

The second thing I want to say, more par- 
ticularly to the writer of that letter and to 
all who may share the writer’s opinions, is 
that, if they do not want to discuss politics, 
they can still influence policy in the right 
direction by gently trying to stop their 
neighbours from applying for two dentures 
or more spectacles than they need. 


Just a moment.... 


J SHAN’T keep you a moment but I just 
want to take this opportunity of re- 
assuring all those men, women and 
children who are joining the Army this 
week that they’ll come out again quite 
safely because there can’t possibly be 
another war. 

Over the past three years I’ve read 
57,000 miles of reports of speeches by the 
leading statesmen of all the countries 
which are spending about a third of their 
incomes on weapons. And they are all 
unanimous on one point: All these 
weapons are solely for defence. 

Now, I’m not a technical man, so I 
can't say exactly what a purely defen- 
sive weapon is. But I suppose a defen- 
sive tank is one which automatically 
goes into reverse on approaching its 
owner’s frontier. And no doubt a defen- 
sive bomb is one which, if released over 
a foreign town, explodes in the air, or 
just floats down sideways until] it finds a 
lake or something. 

However, you'll know all about that 
when you start learning how to use—I 
mean how to not use them. 


MPHE point is that the opposing armies 
are purely defensive. The two Blocs will 
face each other like two football teams 
consisting exclusively of goalkeepers. 
And if you can imagine eleven goal- 
keepers standing in a row under the 
cross-bar at opposite ends of the field, 
with no forwards or half-backs to do any 
attacking, and the ball sitting quietly in 


the middle all by itself, you'll soon seé 
that the game could ‘never begin, 

In. the same way, the next war can | 
never begin because neither side has any | 
means of attack. 

So wars are ended for ever. I think | 
the occasion calls for a double orange- 
juice. Let’s go. 


ce a wm Se ee eee... 


Owlglass 


_ 2 


THANKOFFERING = 
N my last Peace News appeal I men- 
tioned gratitude for help in the past 
and asked readers to make a tangible 
acknowledgement of this by means of 2 
contribution to Headquarters Fund. Re- 
cently I received a thank-offering from a 
mother for the twenty-third birthday of 
her son. Perhaps this emphasises the 
difference between gratitude and thanks- 
giving. There must be many anniversaries 
which mean much to readers of Peace News 
and should be a cause of real thanksgiving. 
What better way of expressing that than a 
thank-offering sent to Headquarters Fund? 


MAUD ROWNTREE 
Hon. Treasurer. 


Contributions since May 6: £8 16s. 3d. ¥ 


Total for 1949: £53 2s. 8d. 
Budget for 1949: £300. 


Donations to the fund should be sent 
marked “Headquarters Fund,” to_ the 


Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, Ends- 4 


leigh St., W.C.1 
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NOT THE ONLY 
TEST... 


AN Englishman who has just become 

“™ an American forced the U.S. 
Government to admit today that tt does 
not always mean what it says. 

Twice—in 1940 and again in 1947— 
the Government said alien residents 
who refused to fight for the U.S. could 
never become American citizens. 

Kenneth Boulding, once of London, 
and now of Ames, lowa, refused to fight 
for America. He even refused to work 
mma war factory. Raised a Quaker, he 
said he was a conscientious objector. 

And because of the Government’s 
ruling he has spent the past year al- 
ternating between British and Ameri- 
can citizenship because of courts’ con- 
flicting decisions about the Govern- 
ment’s ruling. 

Boulding finished up as an American 
last week after convincing Iowa's Sup- 
reme Court that a man’s willingness 
to fight for his country is not the only 
measure of his loyalty. 

That decision went to Washington 
for appeal and the Solicitor-General 
decided to let Mr. Boulding become an 
American, 


—Daily Express, May 2, 1949. 


Meyners and McInnes 


released 


A FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 

_Supper meeting was held at Berkeley, 
California, to celebrate the release of two 
American COs after completing — their 


sentences of three months’ imprisonment. | 


The COs, Bob Meyners and Bob McInnes, 
whose cases were reported in Peace News 
on March 4, gave an account of their 
prison experiences to the meeting. 

Early in February the two were sud- 
denly shipped from the San Bruno jail to 
the McNeill Island prison. Through the 
wife of another inmate at the jail their 
wives learned about their departure the day 
before it was scheduled. By going to San 
Francisco before 6 o’clock the next morn- 
ing they succeeded in seeing their husbands 
loaded into a van at the county jail, in 
following the van to the ferry building, in 
riding across the Bay on the same boat 
with them, and in seeing them put on the 
railroad car bound for the prison. 


Declined trip in prison van 


The officer in charge wanted to know 
how the wives found out about their hus- 
bands’ date of departure and invited them 
to ride back to San Francisco in the prison 
van, which they declined. 

On McNeill Island the two men were 
soon placed on the prison farm, where 
some of the more trusted inmates of the 
prison are allowed to live and work. Mid- 
way during their time on the Island their 
wives were able to wisit them. They 
earned approximately one week of “ good 
time” each while on the Island, with the 
result that they served a week less than 
three months. 

Meyners is now over draft age and there- 
fore in no further danger of prosecution 
for non-co-operation with the conscription 
system. The future of McInnes is not so 
clear. If he receives his Selective Service 
questionnaire, which he will decline to 
answer, he will be prosecuted for refusing 
co-operation at that point. 


The struggle against conscription 


THIRTY-FOUR COUNTRIES 
WITHOUT CO RIGHTS 


M 


eighty different countries are 


ANY of the members of the War Resisters’ International—who in 


pledged to refuse military service— 


are without the protection of a conscientious objection clause in their 


countries’ conscription law. 


The lists below, prepared from WRI records, show those countries which have 
conscription but do not recognise conscientious objection; those with conscription 


and the right of conscientious objection, 


and those without military conscription. 


Refusal to serve in the armed forces is usually punishable by death or a long 


term of imprisonment in those countries without CO rights, 


In Italy it is an 


offence merely to belong to the War Resisters’ International. 


With Conscription but 


With Conser 


iption and Without Conscription 


without CO rights CO rights 

Albania Britain AFGHANISTAN 
peers ghee hy.“ Serma 

e 
Bolivia * Fiji BERMUDAS 
Brazil : : 
Bulgaria Finland CANADA 
atthe Holland CEYLON 
Chile . 
Czechoslovakia Luxembourg COSTA RICA 
Dominican Republic Gambia EIRE 
Ecuador ETHIOPIA 
Egypt ienlalaya GERMANY 
Cites Norway HAITI 

UE t Paraguay HONDURAS (Br.) 
Guatemala 
Honduras Rhodesia (Northern) ICELAND 
at Sat Sierra Leone uate 
fraq Sweden JAPAN 
tate: Switzerland LIECHTENSTEIN 
Luxembourg Tanganyika a RCM 
Lida pees NEW ZEALAND 
Poland * Uganda PAKISTAN 
Portugal USA PANAMA 
Puerto Rico PHILLIPINES 
Rumania a + SOUTH AFRICA 
Siam * Natives are not  con- 
Spain scripted. : = oe 
Turk + Limited service for natives, * Provision for conscription 
UFKEY: Comp. Serv. for British exists, but it 1S not at pre- 
USSR and British Protected. sent in operation. 
Venezuela t Certain religious bodies } Has compulsory military 
Yugoslavia only. trainng. 


70,000 British COs in IO years 


NJEARLY 70,000 applications for regis- 
*™ tration as conscientious objectors have 
been made in Britain since conscription 
was introduced in May, 1939. 

_ In that period 5,770 prosecutions of ob- 
jectors took place as a result of their re- 
fusing to comply with various national 
service and war-time regulations. Of that 
number 490 were women. 

At the December, 1948, registration 135 
boys registered as objectors. Ten COs are 
at present in British civil or military 
prisons or dentention camps; six of them 
are 18 years old. 

In France several conscientious objectors 
are today facing imprisonment for twenty 


years, in Greece several COs have been 
shot. 

In the USA 78 men have refused to re- 
gister for military service since the passage 
last August of the 1948 Conscription Act. 
By April 15, 1949, 40 of these men had been 
sentenced to imprisonment. Five for three 
years, three for two years, seventeen for 
18 months and fifteen for one year and a 
day or less. 

In Holland 49 conscientious objectors 
were in alternative service or dentention 
camps at the end of 1948. Between 1945 
and Jan. 1, 1948, there had been 1,034 ap- 
plications for registration as conscientious 
objectors. 
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Pacifist Profiles 
40 


AROLD BING is one of those 
people who may be called a 
“‘man of the world” in its truest. 
sense. His interests and activities 
cover an unusually wide field, and for 
nearly 30 years he has been steadily 
increasing his experience of the 
various Youth, Adult Education and 
International Peace movements. 


Born in 1897, he was still at school when 
the 1914 war starged, and in 1916 he 
adopted the “Absolutist” position as a 
CO and went to prison for three years. 

On his release in 1919 he was unwilling 
to return to the - : 
insurance company 
where he had 
worked for a year 
before his arrest 
and became a 
teacher in a pri- 
vate school, where 
he studied for and 
obtained Honours 
BA in History and 
the Teachers Dip- 
loma of the London 
University as an 
externa] student. 


He then joined 
the No More War 
Movement, became 


‘Soba 


BING 


a member of its i 
| National Commit- ax 
tee and founder HAROLD 


and first chairman 
of its Youth Section. 
In 1924 he went to Paris and the French- 
occupied Ruhr on his first mission for the 
WRI, and in 1925 attended the first inter- 
national WRI conference and was elected 
ito the Council. He then gave up teaching 
to become Organising Secretary of the 
British Federation of Youth, aed in that 
capacity attended many conferences . at 
home and abroad, spent three months on an 
intensive lecture tour in Canada and USA 
and was principal Organiser of the World 
Youth Peace Congress in Holland in 1928. 
From 1930 onwards he has figured pro- 
minently in various organisations connected 
with Adult Education, including WEA, 
was five years a lecturer in History at 
University College, Hull, and after that 
Warden of Bristo] Folk House Settlement. 
Between 1941 and 1946 he worked in a 
community settlement in the Wye Valley. 
It was then he made a study of the agri- 
culttral problem, one result of which was 
the PN pamphlet, ‘“ Man and the Soil.” 
At Dick Sheppard’s invitation he was @ 
sponsor of the PPU and served on the 
National Council. He was one of the 
founders of the Youth Hostels Association, 
and amongst his other activities has found 
time to be a leader of foreign tours for the 
International Tramping Tours organisation. 


VEGETARIANISM 


as a humane practice demands the consideration of 
all pacifists., 

Write for literature, and recipe booka. 

rianism for Beginners 1s. 1d.; Vegetarian Recipes 

ls. 8d. post free) fram the VEGETARIAN 

SOCIETY (Est. 1847), Bank Square, Wilmslow, Nr. 
Manchester. 


(Vegeta- 


Notes for your Diary 


PLEASE READ 


CAREFULLY DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 


Food Reform 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


_As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication noticea sent 
in. We neverthelese desire to make it as 
complete a service aa we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organisers of events to: 


1.,Send notices to arrive not 
later than Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
Place (hall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address)—preferably in 
that order and style. 


Teday (Friday) 


BUPNDON, W.C.2.: 1.15 p.m. Kingsway 

a) Britain’s Foreign Policy"; Em- 

Sorensen” » MP; Chairman: Reginald 
» MP; National Peace Council. 


LONDON, w.c.3: 7.30 >; 
e Melt 7.30 p.m. 8 Ende- 
i Pru Geeree Policy; Central Lon- 


Saturday, May 21 
SALISBURY: 3 p.m. St. Francia House, 


20 Park Lane; Area Conferen fe 
ahire; Hugh Faulkener; FoR" Wilt 


Sunday, May 22 


lasises. the en-air meeting; Manchester Centra] 
TU Group, 
nd thanks- L 
intversaries ONDON, wW.cC.1: 6.30 p.m. Regent 
7 N Sauare Presbyterian Church Evening Ser- 
eace News wee My ent Visit to Eseen”; Rey. 
anksgiving. Patrick Figgis. 
that than 2 FINSBURY i 
\ , PARK: .m. Open-air 
ters Fund? ier, Speakers:  enicrher Wren and 
radshaw; i PPU 
JNTREE court! Stoke Newington 
Treasurer. 
i Monday, M 
ay 23 
°8 16s. 3d- TOWER HILL 1 
ing; Brian Anstey; PU. poe meet 
ld be sent Wednesday, May 25 
” to the Lu "1 
eel Ai Casmeun: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House, 
4 He street; “ Work of the International 
P for Children"; John Barclay; PPU. 
o 
Loita. : 
-— S ot Sasa .« ad 


Thursday, May 26 


LONDON, W.C.2: Lt p.m. Lincoln’s Inn 
aria open-air meeting: Sybil Morrison; 


Friday, May 27 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1.15 p.m. Kingsway 
Hall; “ Britain's Foreign Policy”; Dr, 
Haden Guest; National Peace Council. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.80 p.m. 8 Endsleigh 
Gardens; “Indian Philosophy "'s Robert 
Horniman; Central London PPU Group. 

LONDON, 58.W.1¢ 7 p.m. Hope House, 
Gt. Peter Street, ‘“‘ Breaking the East-West 
Tension’; Dr. Alex Wood; Labour Paci- 
fist Fellowship. 

LANCASTER: 7.30 p.m. Friends Hall; 
Public Meeting; Sybil Morrison; PPU. 


Saturday, May 28 


LANCASTER: 3.15 p.m. Friends Meet- 
ing House, adjacent Castle Station, Lake- 
land Area QM; Sybil Morrison; Secretary: 
John Bullough, The Orchard, Risedale, 
Grange-over-Sands. PPU. 


LONDON, N.W.1: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Friends 
House, Euston Road, FoR Council Meeting. 


CROUCH HILL: 3 p.m. The Broadway; 
Open-air meeting; Hornsey PPU Group. 

LONDON: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting 
House, 49 Uxbridge Road, West London 


Area Council; Rev. Clifford H. Macquire; 
FoR. 


Sunday, May 29 


FINSBURY PARK: 11 a.m. O i 

NSB : _m. pen-air 

ft tote i Speaker: Albert Tomlinson; 
oka Newington PPU Group. 
MANCHESTER: 7 p.m. Platt Fields; 


pen-air meeting - 
PPU Group, 2; Manchester Central 


Monday, May 30 


TOWER HILL: 


' - 1 p.m. Open-air, meet- 
ing; Brian Anstey; . Le 


PPUS 


Thursday, June 2 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 


Le Open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday before 
publication. 


TERM: Cash with order. 8d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don’t send stampg in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
50 words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote its first words, claasi- 
fication, and date. 


We reserve the right to hol over ad- 
vertisements and to limit the frequency of 
continuing advertisements. 


MEETINGS 

DR. HADEN GUEST, MP on “ Britain's 
Foreign Policy.” Friday, May 27 at 1.15 
p.m. Kingsway Hall, W.C.2. Chairman, 
Dr. C. E. M. Joad, National Peace Council, 

LAKELAND AREA QM at Lancaster: 
3.15 p.m. Friends Meeting House (adjacent 
Castle Station). Saturday May 28, own 
food; drink provided. Sybil Morrison ta 
confer with memberx and sympathisers: 
every centre urged to send delegates. Hos- 
Pitality over Saturday night for long-dis- 
tance representatives who apply early to 
Secretary, John Bullough, ‘“ The Orchard.” 
Risedale, Grange-over-Sands. 

WEIGH HOUSE Church. Duke Street, 
W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at 


7. The Gospel of Peace! Social hour 
follows. 

ACCOMMODATION. —_ 
COMFORTABLY FURNISHED con- 


verted railway coach available for a few 
weeks in the summer. Sleep 3, £2 28. per 
week. Ideal rural holiday. Trend, Gil- 
more, Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset. 

AN OFFICE to }et, with all services, 
conveniently situated for al} parts of Lon- 
don. Vacant from May 80. Rent 25s. a 
week. Apply the Manager, Peace News 
Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road, N.4 

BEXHILL-ON-SEA, comfortable vegeta- 
rian Guest House. Moderate terms. Mrs. 
Cates, The White House, Belle Hill. 

IRENE HUDSON, 7 rve Guenegaud, 
Paris VI grateful for addresses where 
French people could stay to improve their 
English as paying guests or exchange, near 
London or South Coast. Herself can sleep 
two people used to roughing it in rustic 
cottage outside Paris, cheap. Stamp 
please. 

SEASIDE HOLIDAY accommodation for 
Vegetarians and otherg welcomed. Vege 
tariana at Inniefree, St. Mary’s Bay, Ash- 
ford, Kent. 


Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation; aj] modern 
comforts. A. and K. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, Matlock. (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 


EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons, 5a. 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primroae Hill 
Road, London, N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
BAMBOO GARDEN Canes, Chinese im- 
ported. Raffa and Wood Garden Labels. 
Every kind of Cane for Canecraft supplied, 
wholesale and retail. ‘“‘Raffia Work & 
Basketry " for beginners 2s. 9d. post free. 
Further details, Whines & Edgeler, The 
Bamboo People, Godmanatone, Dorchester. 
REGISTERED PEDIGREE goats for 
sale. Good milkers also goatling. Town- 
end, Walkington,, Beverley. 

HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP at 124, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1. will now remain 
open until May 28. Selling off all atock 
at half-price. Please ca}l or write. From 
May 30 send your orders and enquiries to 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

PEDAL ATTACHMENT, 2] 
CCCF. RCO specification. £10. 
10 Cricklade Road, Swindon. 


octaves. 


Troll, 


LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Frienda’ Home Service 


Committee, Friends’ House, Euston Rd., 
London. 


PERSONAL 


SOCIALIST (37), 
panion same convictions essential. 

GIFT PARCELS of Coffee, Tea, Food 
and Clothing, sent to your friends in 
Europe. Quick delivery. Apply: Fregata 
Ltd., 11 Greek Street, London, W.1. 

WALKER, PRINTING Service, 175 Fleet 
Street, E.C.4, invites enquiries for quality 
printing—books, catalogues, pamphleta, 
Magazines, colour and commercial. Esti- 
mates prove good printing costa no more 
than the mediocre.. 

MARRIAGE BUREAU. Suitable intro- 
ductions arranged privately. Details free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, E.C.1. 


desires female com- 
Box 565. 


BACHELOR (38), vegetarian, pacifist, 
fond children, wishes lady correspondent 
similar autlook. Box 56. 


Situations are available anly to applicants 
excepted from the Control of Engagement 
Order, 1947, No. 2021. 


SHERWOOD (PROGRESSIVE Commnu- 
nity) School, Epsom (9125) requires in 
September: (1) Farm teacher, ages 10-12, 
preferably with Junior schoo! experience; 
(2) Housefather able to teach woodwork}; 
(8) General maintenance man or alterna- 
tive combinationa (2) ang (3). 


MISCELLANEOUS 


TRAVELLERS, SALESMEN are necded 
to sell Endsleigh Cards. 1949 Christmas 
Range shortly available, a larger selection 
of attractive and distinctive designg at 
keen prices. Usual commiesion offered. 
Endsleigh Cards help provide the funda to 
continue Peace News. Help and sugges 
tions warmly welcomed. Please send de- 
tails to the Manager, Endaleigh Cards, efo 
Peace News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road, Lon- 


don, N.4. 
VOLUNTARY HELPERS urgently 
needed at Peace News office. 10 a.m. te 


6 p.m. Monday to Friday, up to 9.30 p.m 
Wednesday evening. No gpecial experience 


necessary. 1 minute’ Finsbury Park 
Station, 3 Blackstock Road (above Fish 
and Cook, astationers), N.4.—or phone 


STAmford Hill 2262-4. 


= ae 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to me weekly 


TO) Pasa. cayescsos-ceacunsosseeteaasescneamn vores att serves 
(Newsagent's name) 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS Is pub. 
Mshed weekly as a national newspaper at 
the retail price of 3d. It is obtainable hy 
your wholesaler at the usna) rates from the 
ag at 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


4—PEACE NEWS, May 20, 1949 


THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE 
TO POWER POLITICS 


We must work in 
political field too 


—Dr. Alex Wood tells FoR) 


‘ HE Christian Church today is 

a bourgeois institution,” said 
Dr. Alex Wood, the emminent physi- 
cist and chairman of Peace News, 
addressing a packed hall last Friday 
evening at the Annual Meeting of the 
London Union of the FoR. 


“Tt has no effective impact on the general 
population in industrial areas, and must 
break down its isolation from the working 
people.” . 

Dr. Wood’s talk dealt widely with the 
obligation of the Christian pacifist in the 
political field, the need to set an example 
of simpler life as a contribution to solving 
economic problems. Exports were not the 
only, nor yet the best way, of closing the 
dollar gap. 

“ Christian service is perhaps most effec- 
tively performed outside the Church,” sug- 
gested Dr. Wood. “It is the personal testi- 
mony of our daily lives that will influence 
others, for pulpit evangelism never reaches 
the man in the street. 


Get into the rough and tumble 


“ Pacifists are not going to effect the 

olitical situation by remaining outside, but 
B being in the rough and tumble of poli- 
tical life as it is.” 

In answer to a aquestioner Dr. Wood 
agreed that there were often times when 
the most positive contribution a pacifist 
could make was to “say no.” He had de- 
clined to stand as a Labour candidate 
during the war years, but everyone had to 
make a personal decision in these matters. 

Christian pacifists must support Lord 
Boyd Orvr’s proposals for the planned shar- 
_ing of world food supplies; concerted action 
by all nations to stave off the very real 
threat of world famine would do much to 
relieve the political tensions and promote 
friendship with the Eastern Countries. 

“ Our job,” concluded Dr. Wood, “is to 
be out in life, where decisions were being 
made, where peace was being prepared or 
war was being hastened_on.” 

Earlier in the evening the London Or- 
ganiser of the Fellowship of Reconcilation, 
Mr. Leslie Tarlton, had presented an en- 
couraging report. Three groups had re- 
sumed activity and he felt the way was 
“ definitely open for advance”; the financial 
position was improved but many more 
workers and increased income were urgent 
needs. 

Altogether it was a notable evening and 
one may hope that Dr. Wood’s challenging 
address may be made available for wider 
reading. 


FoR SUMMER CONFERENCE 


HE Summer Conference of the Fellow- 

ship. of Reconciliation will be held at 
the George Hostel, Bangor, from August 
13-20. 

Speakers at the conference, which will 
have as its theme the “Crisis for Christen- 
dom,” will incude Rev. Prof. C. E. Raven, 
Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University, 
who will deal with “The Meaning and 
Scope of the Crisis,” Pastor André Trocmé. 
‘European Secretary of the International 
FoR; John Ferguson of Durham University 
who will lecture on “ The Theological Basis 
and Implications of Christian Pacifism,” 
and Dr. Alex Wood, Chairman of Peace 
News, Ltd.. who will sneak on “ The Pat- 
tern for a New Society.” 

Excursions will be arranged and there 
will be social activity in the evenings. As 
the accommodation is limited enquiries 


should be sent immediately to Hugh Faul- 
kener, 38 Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


Consultations by sppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
; Natural Therapeutics 
21 Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos, 


PRINTING 


MAGAZINES, PAMPHLETS 
NEWSLETTERS, POSTERS 
Reports, Balance Sheets and 
all Commercial Printing 
Enquiries receive prompt attention 


C. A. BROCK & Co., 
Ltd. 


79, SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10 


|Dr. BELDEN’S 40th 


Tribute to a famous pacifist 
minister 


rPHE Rev. Dr. A. D. Belden has recently 

passed the 40th anniversary of his 
Ordination and he and Mrs. Belden have 
just celebrated their 40th wedding anniver- 
sary. 

During these years Dr. Belden has given 
great and devoted service to many causes, 
political, religious, social and international. 
Readers who recall the short account of his 
life’s work in our “ Profile’ series on April 
22, will have some idea of the remarkable 
extent of his activities. 

Many of his friends, wishing to mark the 
occasion in a fitting manner by a public 
tribute to his outstanding witness and ser- 
vice to his generation, have decided to hold 
a reception and make a presentation to him. 

Throughout his public life Dr. Belden 
has given himself without reserve to the 
causes for which he has worked. It is 
hoped, therefore, to provide him with a 
substantial gift of money for his future 
years, and his friends #md admirers have 
been asked to contribute to this. 

The reception will be held on May 28, at 
3 for 3.30 p.m. at Church House, Westmin- 


ster. The Rev. Alan Green, Moderator of 
the London Congregational Union will 
preside. 


Readers who wish to send contributions, 
or to attend the reception, should communi- 
eate with the Treasurer, Mr. A. L. Wag- 
land, 35 Norfolk Street, W.C.2. 


Young conscripts will 
hear pacifist case 


at N. London meeting 


[SLINGTON PPU Group will picket 
Holloway Labour Exchange from 9 a.m. 

to 4.30 p.m. to morrow while 18-year-old 

eonscripts register for military service. 

An open-air meeting will commence out- 
side the Exchange—in Medina Road—at 
10 a.m. and continue to 4 p.m. Speakers 
will include Sybil Morrison, Councillor 
R. C. Beadle, Kenneth Trueman and mem- 
bers of the Hornsey PPU Group. 

All pacifists who can do so are asked to 
support this meeting and to help in holding 
posters, giving out leaflets and. selling 
Peace News. 

Medina Road, a turning off Seven Sisters 
Road, is about five-minutes walk from 
Finsbury Park Station. 

The meeting has been organised by the 
chairman of the Stoke Newington PPU 
Group, Hugh Brock. 


ONLY RUSSIA OR CHINA 
COULD SURVIVE ATOM BOMB 


—Dean of Canterbury 


ON May 18 the Dean of Canterbury gave 
the National Peace Council Lunch- 
hour address on “Britain’s Foreign Policy.” 
He began by describing the horrors of 
Auschwitz and Hiroshima. “ That,” he 
said, “is war.” 

He then gave some alarming quotations 
from Prof. Blackett’s recent book, ‘ Mili- 
tary and Political Consequences of Atomic 
Power”: That the atom bomb was mainly 
& weapon against human life since to a 
great extent the war potential of Hiroshima 
was undamaged; that it had been used 
against a defeated nation as the first shot 
in the cold war against Russia, and that 
the only countries ¢7ho could hope to sur- 
vive its use were China and the USSR. 

He described his. recent tour of America, 
the vastness of the audiences and the eager 
reception given to him. 

The common people of America, he 
claimed, want war no more than we do, or 
the Russians or anyone else. But without 
war, or the danger of war, the American 
economy cannot function. The capitalist 
system makes it impossible for the Ameri- 
cans to consume more than 70 per cent. of 
their production. So they either have mass 
unemployment or consume some of their 
wealth preparing for war. Under the 
Russian economy no such incentive to war 
and war prepstrations exist. 

The rest of his talk was given to descrip- 
tions of life in Russia and Eastern Europe 
and a vindication of Communism from the 
Christian viewpoint. 

P. OF. 


ARMS FOR GREECE 


QF Britain’s £20 million exports to Greece 
~* between May, 1947 and Feb., 1949, 
about half were arms and ammunition 
against payment. The Government made 
additional gifts to Greece of surplus mili- 
tary stores, value £600,000—-Mr. Mayhew, 
in the House of Commons. 


Housman’s bookshop sale continues 


In view of the fact that the sale is pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily, but that a consider- 
able stock of books still remains, it has 
been decided to take advantage of the op- 
portunity to keep the shop open until May 
81. 


NEWS OF C.O.s 


He said he was 
religious — but tHe 
Tribunal knew better 


“ J WAVE sympathy and respect for any- 

* one with religious beliefs if they are 
genuine, but it appears from the report of 
the Tribunal that you no longer hold to 
your beliefs, and, therefore, have trans- 
gressed existing legislature.” 

This was the view expressed by the 
Mayor of Southend who recently sentenced 
18-years-old Edward Gridley of Stambridge 
Road, Rochford, Essex, to three months’ 
imprisonment for failing to submit to a 
medical examination to determine his fitness 
or otherwise for National Service. 

Edward Gridley, a laboratory assistant, 
told the Bench he was a Quaker, brought 
up in a Quaker home, and objected to 
serving in the Armed Forces on conscien- 
tious grounds. 

The justices had earlier made an order 
for Gridley to attend for medical examina- 
tion under escort, reports the Southend 
Standard, but when he appeared in Court 
later in the morning, Mr. J. P. Nolan, who 
prosecuted, stated that he still refused to 
be examined. 

Asked by the Mayor if it was true that 
his name thad been removed from the con- 
scientious objectors’ roll because he no 
longer held to his religious beliefs, Gridley 
did not agree. 

He said he was as firm as ever aad they 
were getting stronger from day to day. 
If the rest of the world had the same 
beliefs everybody would be mich better 
off, the said. 


HE ASKED FOR TWO 
MORE MONTHS 


WVHEN David Young, an 18-year-old 
YY shop assistant, of “ Midhurst,” 
Towing-path, Shepperton, was told at 


Acton Magistrates’ Court recently that he 
would have to go to prison for one month 
for failing to obey a court order that he 
must have his National Service medical 
examination, he said, “If I have three 
months I am allowed to appeal.” 

“We will meet your wishes and give 
you three months,” replied Mr. Percy 
Harris, Chairman of the Bench, smiling. 
Young’s brother, Mr. Lionel Young, said 

although he was not in sympathy with his 
ideals, his brother was quite convinced that 
he was right. 


Refused to take 
U.S. Army oath 


BRILL BISSO, dairy worker of Sonoma 
* County, California, U.S., was sen- 
tenced to one-year-and-a-day’s imprison- 
ment for refusing to take the U.S. Army 
induction oath on being conscripted. He 
questioned the power of the Federal Govern- 
ment to conscript him but Federal Judge 
Goodman told Bisso that the country was 
still legally at war with Germany and 
Japan and that court decisions upholding 
war-time conscription were clearly appli- 
cable. An attempt is being made by Har- 
roo Freeman of the Cornel] University Law 
School to have the 1948 U.S. Conscription 
Act ruled unconstitutional. 


A NEW FRIENDS POSTER 


“ Peace comes not by armaments but by 
World Friendship,” is the boldly proclaimed 
message on the latest Northern Friends’ 
Peace Board poster. The message con- 
cludes with an extract from a speech by 
Dr. Kathleen Lonsdale, FRS, “To love 
one’s neighbour as one’s self has become a 
condition of survival.” Posters may be ob- 
tained from Friends Meeting House, Clif- 
fort Street, York. Price 4d. post free. 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, May 19, 1939 


“The citizens of thia country are being | 
asked to take part ma scheme which, it 
is frankly stated, is one to make us ready 


for war.” . 
This is the opening sentence in the 
“Peace Service Handbook,” the introduc- 


tion to which puts the choice of National 
Service for War or international service for 
peace. 
It shows that armaments and prepara- 
tion for war cannot bring peace. 
* * 


“It ig nonsense to say people are too old 
to be shot, but they may easily be too 
young. That is what we feel when a lot of 
elderly men and women impose compulsory 


service on boys.” ; 
—Gen. Sir Ian Hamilton. 
é 


A confidential message from the War 
Office asks editors to use the word “ mili- 
tiamen” because of the distasteful associa- 
tions attached to the word “ conscript.” 

- * 


Waste 
Waste 
Waste 
Waste 
Waste 
Waste 
Waste 
Waste 


of Muscle, waste of Brain, 
of Patience, waste of Pain, 

of Manhood, waste of Health, 
of Beauty, waste of Wealth, 
of Blood, waste of Tears, 
of Youth's most precious years, 
of ways the Saints have trod, 
of Glory, waste of God— 

War 
Rev. G. A. Studdart Kennedy 
(‘ Woodbine Willie”’). 
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Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN | 


“There are thousands hacking at the 
branches of evil to one striking at the 
roots.” 


| No. 674 
—Thoreau. | | 
TDACIFISTS are frequently asked Q' 
H swhat they would do in circum-. 
stances of aggression; what they 
would do if their country was at, 
tacked; what they would have done 
about Hitler; would they, in fact, 
think it right to have let Hitler and 
his Nazi forces invade this country? 
and make slaves of the British 
people? We all know these questions. 
It is not easy to make people, obsessed. 


with their fears, understand that such 


questions are not fundamental. Pacifists, | 
believing war to be evil take their stand 
or an individual decision to resist evil and_ 
refuse their support to a policy of evil. } 


“FI 


is 
To fight Hilterism, to fight Communism, +e ‘ 
‘to fight totalitarianism or any other evil: ay 
by destroying, maiming, starving and tor- | to war, a 
turing millions of human beings is to at-. expressec 
tempt to cast out evil by the use of evil: division | 
means, and it is likely to end in defeat{ French G 
and destruction for both victor and van-! It f 
quished; the atom bomb has made that end, | ti 
in another war, virtually a certainty. But further | 
whatever phe real the fact remains that mind. 
it cannot be right to use mea | 
evil means. Z nS “y e At the 
ociety’s 


There’s no blue print ) questions 


_ During the last war many young conscien- / following 
tious objectors, some of them not long out of : 


school, were tripped up, and caught out in + 1. Chi 
dialectical arguments with County Court ? 
judges of mature years and long experience - anc 
in scoring points, because they allowed 2 
themselves to be trapped into trying to! ~ ONSC 
ole ge case for pacitism versus war, in- a liv 
stead of arguing to prove the sincerit : 
their Bee iencee z * an % past pt ty 
: tinuing re 
A pacifist cannot produce a blue print 3, | 
for stopping a war which has resulted | ~iehe ed 
from actions taken probably before he was | Principles. 
born by people who believe in war; it is | “It i 
not possible for him to prove how pacifism 
would work; most people know how war | People, th 
works since it has been tried often enough | Ways, to t 
for us to be under very few illusions on | arouse the 
that score. But pacifism has hardly ever | way conce 
ie Ags ae : ees sae attempted } both insid 
nota liam Penn an i 4 
it has etd: = by Gone “In thi 
It is not necessary, nor is it right, to | ourselves 
try to convince people of something that | earnestly : 
we do not know ourselves; we do not know | ing: the he 
how it would work, but we do know that / 
responsible people must sooner or later | 9 Col 
face the decision that the pacifist has | ~~" 
made. Tyranny is an evil thing; war is | in 
an evil thing; but to say that there is no | 
choice but a choice between these two! <“ FRIED 
evils is to deny the existence of good. | at th 
First step: moral decision | Conscienti 
, tion Is no 
Pacifists must seek to find the good “ x 
way; the first step is the moral decision Sag 
arising from their belief that war is evil shall be a 
and must be refused; the last step may be | French G 
the way of non-violent resistance to | tern Unio 
tyranny. The intermediate steps, all the ) ing Consc 
hinterland that has never been explored, of | we shoul 
negotiation without armaments, goodwill } conviction 


without suspicion, understanding without 
fear is the political expression of our 
search for the good way. 


_A small PPU Group in Leicester that I 
visited last week are undertaking the brave 
and arduous work of canvassing with 


MORE 


leaflets; those who do this work may have 4 Tria 
to face on the doorsteps many difficult aay ioe 
questions. Let it always be remembered Trials fol 
that the decision to refuse evil is only a | on the G. 
step towards the discovery of the means | once aga’ 
for defeating it; but it is the first step || way they 
without which we cannot go forward at all. | He was 
, - $tencing c 
——eeeeoaooosSsSSSSS ee |} Japanese 
REST and PEACE in IRELAND years 1m{f 
June, July, 400-year-old Country House, Woods and Lord E 
River in Grounds, Moorland and Mountain Views. cellor’s u 
Turf fires, candle and lamplight. Beoks on many ig | 
subjects, good piano. 
Animals welcomed. Vegetarian food if requested. ‘“é 
4gns, WEEKLY The 
SHEILA FITZGERALD, Charlevillé House, (Nuren 
Turlough, Castlebar, Mayo. our de 
OOOO ability 
INDIA SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF ANIMALS, LONDON 
presents BALOUCHI AZIZ in ine’ out 
n u 
FOLK SONGS OF INDIA & PAKISTAN Minister 
Saturday 21st May 7.30 p.m. leSs to in 
CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Square, Holborn ect_ of 
Ticketa: Keith Prowse and at thé Door oWs. 
10s., 7s. 6d. Ss., 3s. 6d. “He we 
ENTIRE PROCEEDS GIVEN TO HELP THE |f | The N 
CAUSE OF SUFFERING ANIMALS Trials ha 
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